Medical management of the comatose, vegetative, or minimally responsive patient.
This review outlines the range of medical problems occurring in brain injured patients in coma or emerging from coma, including the population of vegetative and minimally responsive patients. This range of medical problems includes those associated with the original brain injury or associated injuries, those representing complications of bedrest, and those caused by the use of medications that may retard recovery or contribute to an obtunded or comatose state. The review is organized by organ systems, each section including a brief discussion with reference to more indepth discussions in other sources. A number of algorithms are included to define approaches to evaluation of common clinical presentations which may be helpful to clinicians treating this population in acute or subacute settings.